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Beispiele aus HR, Order-Management, Suche und 
natürlich dem Formularwesen

Einfache Formulare mit InfoPath gestalten

SOA Architektur für eine Formularlösung
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Forms made easy ïwith care

Forms should not 
replace full blown
applications . 

Avoid code where
possible

Use available
Data connections
and
Web Services



Form Design - Best Practices

Do Donôt
Keep views small

Use view switching for larger forms

Use tables to align controls

Set control width to 100% so it scales 

with column width

Re-use and adapt existing forms for 

online filling experience

Put instructions in the form layout

Use all the validation UI and create 

useful error messages

Avoid spaghetti forms

Avoid script since it doesnôt work in 

browser-based forms

Avoid lots of On_Load processing

Avoid queries that rarely change 

result data in drop downs

Avoid the task pane if your form 

needs to work in the browser

Build a form design kit with template 

parts

Use pre-configured data connections 

via the data connection library

Use pre-defined schemas when 

building forms

Donôt build super complexforms 

with 20 or more views

Donôt use InfoPath forms as a 

Visual Basic replacement

Donôt add lots of custom 

code to forms



Deploying InfoPath Forms
Making the right choice

Simple deployment for end users Advanced deployment for administrators

Forms with no code (declarative logic 

only) deployed using InfoPath Designer 

Publish Wizard

Publish directly to Microsoft Windows 

SharePoint Services document library, 

or create site content type (for use in 

multiple document libraries)

Central administration and management 

Activate forms on multiple site collections

Two-step process: upload to server, and 

activate to a site collection

Create multiple document libraries based 

on a form template

Forms containing code or requiring full 

trust must be deployed by a farm 

administrator

Use for:

Small and more ad-hoc form solutions 

driven by Information Workers

Small number of form filling sessions

Un-managed team solutions

Very few to none form upgrades

The ñquick and dirtyò prototype

Use for:

Managed department or 

enterprise-wide solutions

Centralized form solution management

Complex data connections

Lots of form-filling sessions

Robust forms solutions requiring solution 

upgrades in the future



Visual Studio Integration
Write code in your favorite IDE 

1. Visual Studio Tools for Applications 
(VSTA)

Out-of-the-box development

Lowers the bar for forms with managed code

Compatible with Visual Studio Tools for Office

2. Visual Studio Tools for Office (VSTO)

Embedded designer for professional 
developers

One IDE for all your projects: workflow, etc. 

Integrated toolbox, project wizard, etc.
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BAPI, RFC messaging and mapping via BizTalk

XML/XSD can be bound to a form as well 
as a datasource

Web Service (wsdl)
WebAS 6.20/6.40

WebAS 7

XI

Own Bapi exposed as service

SAP Interfaces



Interoperability ïbuilding OBA Applications
Layers and Options for Connectivity

W
e

b
 

S
e

rv
ic

e

s

B
iz

T
a

lk
 

S
e

rv
e

r

S
Q

L

B
I

T
h

ir
d

 

P
a

rt
y

Exposed Web Services from mySAP Business Suite

Exposed Web Services from NetWeaver 
(XI, BW through WebAS)

Enterprise Services Explorer for SAP in Visual Studio

BizTalk Server Adapter for mySAP Business Suite V2

BizTalk Server Adapter for SAP NetWeaver (WCF based)

.NET Data Provider for mySAP Business Suite

.NET Data Provider for NetWeaver BI

Third Party conn. (Theobald Software, Sitrion, ...)

SAP Connector for Microsoft .NET provided by SAP
limitation: Requires Visual Studio 2003 
-> build proxy and use in VS 2005
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Forms solutions with SAP services (1)

Simple read only
information
in a form connected
via Web Service



Forms solutions with SAP services (1)

InfoPath based solution -
Architecture



Forms solutions with SAP services (2)

SharePoint 
based forms
solution for 
casual  data

reading



Forms solutions with SAP services (2)

InfoPath for Design SharePoint in Runtime



Forms solutions with SAP services (3)

SOA compliant
solution using
managed
services Layer 
(BizTalk Server, 
WCF Adapter)



Forms solutions with SAP services (3)

BizTalk handles ports, transactions and tracking



Demo 



SharePoint HR Portal



SharePoint BDC Access to SAP



InfoPath Forms Services



Add new Family Member


